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Dateline Delhi Website Launches, Features Multimedia Projects 

Posted May. 3, 2012 
 
By Anne Dudley, public relations graduate 
student 

Eighteen communication students and three 
professors from Kent State University spent 
10 days of March in Delhi, India reporting on 
culture, environment, the economy and more 
for DatelineDelhi.org, a multimedia news 
website and product of the International 
Storytelling course. The site officially 
launched on Monday, April 30 showcasing 
student photography, video and feature stories from India. 

The School of Journalism and Mass Communication at Kent State partnered with Amity 
University School of Communication in Noida, India for the project. Amity provided students 
and faculty for collaborative reporting, guidance around the city, and for most of the group, 
lasting friendships. The Kent students stayed in on-campus housing and even set up a 
newsroom in the School of Communication's facilities. 

This is the second International Storytelling course that professors Gary Hanson, of 
Ravenna, and Mitch McKenney, of Hartville, have led. Last year, the team 
produced Dateline Shanghai with Shanghai International Studies University. LuEtt Hanson, 
Ph.D., the associate dean in the College of Communication and Information, accompanied 
the group and secured relationships with Amity leaders for future academic exchanges. 
Amity students will visit Kent State for 10 days in September as part of the partnership and 
collaborative learning experience. 

Teams of students gathered images, video, audio for news and feature stories from the 
Delhi area, taking in the sights and sounds of the capital city and its people. Some rode 
elephants and visited orphanages and hospitals, while others ventured into the slums, 
construction sites and the local YMCA. While in India, the group traveled to the Taj Mahal, a 
beach resort in the state of Goa and to Mumbai. 

The course met for 10 weeks prior to leaving for India, using the time to report on Indian 
culture in Northeast Ohio as a practice run with multimedia journalism in teams. After 
returning to Ohio students spent the remaining course time preparing their stories for the 
website debut. 

Senior visual communications design major and participant Laura Contrucci, said, "traveling 
to India was absolutely incredible, for many reasons. The things I saw, good and bad, were 
eye-opening and led to reflection and growth. I feel so lucky to have been given the 
opportunity; it is truly something I will remember fondly for the rest of my life." 
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"Being able to go to India at this point in my life really changed the way I view everything," 
junior communication studies major Meghan Hawsman said. "I am still at a point in my life 
that I am very impressionable and going to India has changed me for the better. I am now 
able to look at situations from a different point of view and not take anything for granted. 
This is a beautiful place that I believe everyone should have the opportunity to visit in their 
lifetime." 

For more information, follow Dateline Delhi on Facebook and Twitter. 

Media Contact: Jennifer Kramer, APR, jlkramer@kent.edu, 330-672-1960 

 
Children without parents 
Story by Anne Dudley  | Photos by Melinda Yoho  |  Photo Gallery 

 
In a town in northern India, a father instructs his 
son and daughter to wait outside a store while he 
goes inside to buy them candy. Brother and 
sister, each no older than 5 years old, wait the 
entire day for their father to return. Alone, the two 
hold hands. 
 
An aunt of the brother and sister found the 
children at the store. Unable to care for them 
herself, she told a pastor about the siblings. The 
pastor brought the boy and girl to a Christian 
school and home for children, where more than 
1,000 kids in similar situations go to live. For days 
after the son and daughter arrived they held 
hands, holding on to the only thing they 
recognized. 
 
“They don’t want to part,” said the pastor who 
runs the school. “They don’t want to be left alone 
anymore.” 
 
In Delhi, India, not all children without parents are 
orphans. And they don’t all get adopted. Their 
situations range from selling flowers on the street 

near malls and metro stops, to living at schools with hundreds of other children, just like 
them. Institutions provide their care and education, and they leave to attend universities, 
begin vocations or get married. 
 
Some children in the Christian school have families and relatives that may come back to 
visit them, while others do not. 
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“There are orphans who come here, but we don’t give anyone for adoption. We raise them 
up,” the pastor said, which seems to be more prevalent than orphanages or foster homes by 
the American understanding. 

 
 
Orphans in India often have 
a much better life once they 
are taken in by charitable 
organizations. The schools 
care for the children very 
well. 
 
Catalysts for Social Action, 
a community organization 
for child rehabilitation and 
adoption, reported a 700% 
increase in the number of 
children supported in its 
associated orphanages and 
agencies from 2006 to 

2011, a growth from 120 to more than 800 orphans. Exactly 174 orphans were adopted in 
2011 by CSA or the agencies they support. 
 
The Central Adoption Resource Authority under the Ministry or Women and Child 
Development of the Government of India, the regulating authority on domestic and 
international adoption in India, reported 6,286 adoptions in 2010. This figure combines 
domestic and international adoptions and surpasses the preceding 4 years by more than 
3,000 adoptions per year. 
 
Rajni Raway’s husband grew up in a children’s home in the Narain Dharmarath Aushdhalya 
Trust where she is now the officer in charge. The trust has provided schooling and homes 
for orphaned children for 94 years using government funding and private donations. 
Currently they house, clothe, feed and educate 2,500 children in two homes in Delhi. She 
affirms that the number of children living in both schools is on the rise. 
 
At one of the trust’s two schools, a group of girls ages 7 to 13 crowd by bunk beds to greet 
American visitors. The girls, who want to be Delhi’s future lawyers, judges and English 

teachers, remember when 
they came to the school and 
affirm that life, overall, is 
better now. 
 
Orphans at a home and 
school run by the Narain 
Dharmarath Aushdhalya 
Trust in Delhi spend time in 
the courtyard outside their 
dormitories. 
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HoltInternational.org explains, “Sustaining the cycle of poverty in India are limited education 
and employment opportunities, inadequate social and physical infrastructures, and the 
legacy of a caste system that determines, at birth, one’s rank in society.” Although the Indian 
economy is swiftly growing, more than 700 million people still live in poverty according to 
Holt. As this traditional and family-oriented country modernizes, some are left behind. 
Parents facing poverty and little social support are driven to abandon or surrender their 
children. 
For the 55 young men living at Daryaganj Orphanage, a school for orphan boys funded by a 
charitable trust of the Jain community, a parent’s death certificate was required for 
admission as home is specifically for orphans. 
 
Former policeman Sahab Singh Yadav, the school caretaker, handles all of the boys’ needs 
for food, manages the grounds and assists with any problems the boys have.  He’s devoted 
24 years to the school while his family and two children live in his native town. Mrs. Baijal, 
who is from Ghaziabad, has taught first through fifth years of primary school for 23 years. 
She volunteers her time as charity. The school provides the first twelve classes for the boys 
until they’re 17. Most of the boys are Jains, while the staff, such as Mrs. Beijal, practice 
other religions. 
 
According to Mr. Yadav, his work is his “worship; service to children is his service to 
humanity.” 
 
Although it takes people like Mr. Yadav and Mrs. Baijal who dedicate their lives to orphans, 
the rapidly developing economy and growing population will likely exacerbate the situation 
before it gets better. 
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Through Our Lenses: CCI Students Document Their Studies 
Abroad 

Posted Oct. 25, 2011 

 

By Anne Dudley  

A juried photo exhibit spotlighting study abroad students in the 
College of Communication and Information (CCI) is now on display 
in the Kent State University Library. 

Forty remarkable photos were selected to provide a glimpse of how 
CCI study abroad students see the world, and included are images 
from all over Europe and Asia. 

"These photographs, all taken by College of Communication and 
Information students while studying abroad, show just a fraction of 
the depth of talent our CCI students possess and the range of 
experiences they’ve had around the world," said Deborah Davis, 
coordinator of international programs for the College. 

Adding an extraordinary dimension to the photos and the 
experiences they represent is the fact that it’s not uncommon for 
CCI study abroad students to be the first in their families to even 
own a passport. 

"Many of our students have no family history of international travel 
and no easy way to finance such a thing," Davis said. "But they 
have been determined to see and understand the world, and they 
have returned with a global perspective that will permanently 
change who they are and dramatically increase the contributions 
they will make to their workplaces and their communities as they 
move through life. They are quite impressive, and as the photos 
show, they are curious, adventurous, perceptive, and so talented." 

Information design major Chloe Makarick echoed many students' 
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reflections on their experiences abroad when describing her own. 

"There hasn't been a day that's gone by since I've returned that I 
haven't been reminded of my experiences while studying abroad," 
Makarick said. “The world is a much smaller place to me now; we're 
all connected, and it's important to be more aware of the people 
around you. I went on study abroad hoping to learn more about 
other places and other cultures, but I came home and realized how 
much I learned about myself." 

Exhibit photos will hang in the quiet study area behind the 
circulation desk as well as in the computer lab area near the 
reference desk through the end of next semester. The student 
photographers, along with family and guests, will celebrate the 
exhibit’s opening at a reception from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 9 in the Quiet Study Area on the first floor of the Kent 
State University Library. 

CCI offers a range of study abroad options to meet the academic 
and personal goals of the College’s students, including short, 
faculty-led courses and semester-long programs. 

To see more work of CCI study abroad students and to learn more 
about our programs, visit www.kent.edu/ccistudyabroad. 

Featured photos by Katherine Armstrong and Melinda Yoho. 

### 

Media contact: Jennifer Kramer, jlkramer@kent.edu, 330-672-1960 

 

http://www.kent.edu/cci/news/newsdetail.cfm?newsitem=3BAB09C0-F3B3-F761-
6E354A165DCB0F2D  

 


